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RUSSIA: DISQUIETING PEACEMAKER 


66 F>RANCE has found a grave threat 
ei to European stability in the en- 
trance of Russia on the scene of interna- 
tional affairs in the role of peacemaker 
and disarmament advocate.” This para- 
graph from a special dispatch by Leland 
Stowe, November 27, from Paris to the 
New York Herald-Tribune reads at first 
glance like Alice in Wonderland. It none 
the less illuminates an underlying factor 
in all the alarms of the last fortnight from 
the Baltic. Soviet Russia, on its tenth 
anniversary, is emerging as an interna- 
tional power which cannot be ignored. 

The Polish-Lithuanian impasse is pecu- 
liarly difficult. Neither country has a 
clear title to Vilna on ethnographical, 
historical, or economic grounds. Both the 
Poles and the Lithuanians are minorities 
in the disputed region. The Lithuanian’s 
historical claim can be offset by a similar 
Polish contention. When the Council of 
Ambassadors, under the terms of the 
Treaty of Versailles, finally drew the 
Polish frontier, in 1923, Vilna was 
awarded to Poland, but this was more 
than two years after the irregular Polish 
General, Zeligowski, on the eve of a 
decision by the League against Poland’s 
claim, seized and held the city. The Lithu- 
anians therefore insist that the League’s 
decision was nothing but the legalization 
of violence, while their possession of Vilna 
was recognized by the Soviet Government 
by treaty with them in 1920. 

Lithuania’s appeal to the Council of the 
League of Nations, which meets for its 
regular session, December 5, though per- 
haps limited technically to the school con- 
troversy between the two countries*, will 


*See News Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 52, November 4, 1927. 


in substance charge the Polish Govern- 
ment with the subornation of revolution- 
ary movements against the Kovno Gov- 
ernment. Warsaw categorically denies 
that it harbors any ulterior purposes 
against its neighbor, and reiterates its 
desire that the latter should permit the 
resumption of normal relations between 
the two countries. Kovno retorts that not 
until justice is done in reference to Vilna 
will it cease to contend that “a state of 
war” exists. The Council’s task is not 
made easier by the fact that the present 
Lithuanian Government is a virtual dic- 
tatorship. 

Russia’s formal note of November 24 
to Poland was in the best traditions of old 
diplomacy. It solemnly warned Warsaw 
of “the immense danger presented by an 
attack on the part of any country against 
the independence of Lithuania in any 
form whatsoever.” Officially interpreted 
in Paris as a bluff, this note may just as 
reasonably be considered an ultimatum. 
The presence of Litvinoff, Assistant Com- 
missar of Foreign Affairs, at Geneva, for 
the meeting of the Preparatory Commis- 
sion on Disarmament, and the likelihood 
that he will join there with Stresemann 
in urging far-reaching reductions of land 
forces has occasioned grave fear that Rus- 
sia and Germany would also act together 
against Poland. But this Berlin categor- 
ically denies, insisting that Germany will 
remain neutral. J. G. McD. 

Syria Settles Down 


T has recently become possible to as- 
sent to the French statement that the 
rebellion in Syria is at an end. Prema- 
ture announcements of its happy conclu- 
sion were made by the High Commis- 


sioner, M. de Jouvenel, as early as June, 
1926, but at that time it was obvious that 
the rebels were far from ready to capitu- 
late. It has remained for M. de Jouvenel’s 
successor, M. Henri Ponsot, to become the 
recipient of a communication from Na- 
tionalist leaders marking the termination 
of a rebellion which has dragged along for 
over two years. 

It has been some time since any engage- 
ments of importance have taken place 
between French and rebel troops. Beaten 
in a military sense, the rebels, however, 
still did what they could in a moral sense 
to hamper French authority in Syria. But 
an event which occurred in September 
seems to have induced a sudden change of 
policy. In that month there was adopted 
in the neighboring Republic of Greater 
Lebanon, also under French mandate, a 
revised constitution which was repugnant 
to all Nationalists as well as to a number 
of French sympathizers. Fearing that a 
similar constitution might be forced upon 
Syria, whose form of government is still 
to be determined, Syrian Nationalist lead- 
ers, meeting in conference in Beirut, de- 
cided to declare their full acceptance of 
the French mandate and to cooperate for 
the establishment of a more liberal form 
of government in Syria than exists in 
Greater Lebanon. The communication 
sent from this conference to High Com- 
missioner Ponsot on October 25 was 
couched in respectful terms, and, while it 
drew attention to a number of points in 
which the High Commissioner’s Syrian 
policy was either obscure or unsatisfac- 
tory, it also announced the intention of 
its authors to cooperate loyally with the 
mandatory Power. 

Now that this change in the attitude 
of Syrian Nationalist leaders has been 
officially expressed, it becomes possible 
for the French High Commissioner to 
take up with them serious discussion of 
the questions of parliamentary representa- 
tion, unification of the country, restora- 
tion of the territories annexed by Greater 
Lebanon, and other matters intimately 
bound up with the rehabilitation of both 
rural and urban populations. 


“For Better or for Worse”’ 


HE new treaty of alliance between 

Italy and Albania, signed on No- 
vember 22, within a fortnight of the sign- 
ing of the Franco-Jugoslav treaties of 
security and arbitration, emphasizes the 
divergent interests of Jugoslavia and 
France, on the one hand, and of Italy on 
the other. Providing for a defensive alli- 
ance and mutual assistance, military, fi- 
nancial or otherwise, the most recent 
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Albanian treaty formally proclaims a re- 
lationship already known to exist between 
Albania and its powerful neighbor across 
the Adriatic. But now that each country 
has publicly undertaken “to follow the 
fate” of the other, and not to conclude 
peace, armistice or truce except by com- 
mon accord, there is a_ psychological 
change similar to the psychological change 
which came in Jugoslavia and France 
when those countries contracted an alli- 
ance with each other. A mood of elation, 
with something more than a tinge of 
belligerence, has fallen upon the Adriatic 
countries. There seems little likelihood 
that Italy will accept the invitation to 
participate in the privileges of the Franco- 
Jugoslav pact,—every likelihood that 
Italy’s interests in the Adriatic and Jugo- 
slavia’s ambitions in the same region will 
continue to cause mutual irritation. 


Senator Capper and Congressman 
Burton propose significant solutions for 
two of the vital and pressing problems 
of the United States’ foreign relations. 
The Senator from Kansas, in a joint reso- 
lution which he will introduce at the 
opening of Congress, proposes “formally 
to renounce war as an instrument of pub- 
lic policy.”” The Congressman from Ohio, 
also in a joint resolution, proposes ‘“‘to 
prohibit the exportation of arms, muni- 
tions or implements of war” to any ag- 
gressor state. 

Texts of both these resolutions are avail- 
able, gratis, on request from the F. P. A. 
International Arbitration and Plans for 
an American Locarno, Vol. III, No. 7, 
F. P. A. Information Service, includes a 
study of the arbitration record of the 
United States and text of the Shotwell- 
Chamberlain Draft Treaty of Permanent 
Peace. This Draft Treaty is invaluable 
for an understanding of both the Capper 
and Burton proposals. Single copies of 
the report are sold at 25c; orders in bulk 
at reduced prices. 

The F. P. A. Research Staff is now 
engaged in a study of some of the under- 
lying problems involved in the Capper and 
Burton resolutions. The results of this 
study will later be embodied in the In- 
formation Service. 


The Monroe Doctrine, 1823-1826, by Dexter Per- 
kins. Harvard University Press, 1927. 
Invaluable for one who would understand pre- 

cisely what the Monroe Doctrine meant at the 

beginning. 

Annuaire de la Société des Nations, 1920-1927, 
by Georges Ottlik. Geneva, Geneva Publishing 
Co.,. 1927. 

A digest of League activities and an index to 
League publications and personalities. This vol- 
ume may be obtained from the World Peace 
Foundation. 
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